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was heard striking nine, and as there was only one place imme-
diately opposite the narrow opening where the clock could be
heard outside, the Thetis was headed directly for this opening.
Within ten minutes she was in the entrance within plain sight
of the town and passed in out of the dense fog bank.

Before sailing from New York, it was realized that the news
which the relief squadron was to bring back would be anxiously
awaited. An arrangement had been made through Mr. Cyrus
W. Field to the effect that if. the squadron should return in the
fall, or if it should be sighted to the north of St. John's at any
time, the cable to New York should be held by the agent at St.
John's so as to give despatches to the Government the preference
over all others referring to the squadron's work, or the news it
was to bring of the missing expedition. This arrangement was
made and faithfully kept. The first telegram sent that morn-
ing was one to Washington, as follows:

ST. JOHN'S, N. F., July 17, 1884.
Hon. WM. E. CHANDLER,

Secretary of the Navy,
Washington, D. C.:

Thetis, Bear, and Loch Garry arrived here to-day from West Greenland, all
well, separated from Alert yesterday 150 miles north. At 9 P. M., June 22d,
five miles west of Cape Sabine, in Smith Sound, Thetis and Bear rescued, alive,
Lieutenant A. W. Greely, Sergeant Brainard, Sergeant Fredericks, Sergeant
Long, Hospital Steward Bierderbick, Sergeant Elison, and Private Connell,
the only survivors of the Lady Franklin Bay Expedition.

Sergeant Elison had lost both hands and feet by frost bite, and died at
Godhaven, July 8th, three days after amputation, which had become impera-
tive. Seventeen of the twenty-five persons composing the expedition perished
by starvation at the Point where found; one was drowned while seeking to
procure food. Twelve bodies of the dead were recovered and are now on
board the Thetis and Bear. One Eskimo, Frederick, was buried at Disco in
accordance with the desire of the Inspector of North Greenland. Five bodies
buried on the ice foot near the camp were swept away to sea by winds and
currents before my arrival and could not be recovered.

Names of the dead recovered with date of death as follows: Sergeant
Cross, January 18, 1884; Frederick, Eskimo, April 5th; Sergeant Linn, April
6th; Lieutenant Lockwood, April 9th; Sergeant Jewell, April 12th; Private
Ellis, May 19th; Sergeant Ralston, May 23d; Private Whistler, May 24th;
Sergeant Israel, May 27th; Lieutenant Kislingbury, June 1st; Private Henry,
June 6th; Private Schneider, June 18th. Names of the dead buried on the ice
foot, with date of death, whose bodies were not recovered, as follows: Sergeant
